UZBEKISTAN
I.) BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Uzbekistan covers 447,400 sq. km and shares its borders with Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Uzbekistan’s population is estimated at around 28.9
million (2014), with about 36.2 percent living in urban areas (2011). Its GDP per capita (PPP)
amounts to 3,800 USD (2013). However, 17 percent of the population lived below the poverty line
in 2011. With a high income inequality it is ranked according to the Human Development Index of
2013 in 114th place, amongst the countries with medium human development.i ii
Rabies is most likely enzootic in Uzbekistan. Similarly to its neighbouring countries, the most
common lyssavirus present is probably Genotype 1 (Rabies virus, RABV), with human infections
being mostly due to the its canine biotypeiii. Since there is limited bat rabies specific surveillance in
place, no information to present bat lyssaviruses is available.
Human rabies is not a notifiable disease in Uzbekistan. Consequently, no official data is available
on rabies incidences in humans.iv

II.) HUMAN RABIES EPIDEMIOLOGY
There is no information available on human rabies cases in recent years in Uzbekistan. However,
there are conflicting media reports about two children, who died of rabies at the beginning of
2014v,vi. A recent study on the global burden of rabies estimates that annually 12 people die from
rabies in Uzbekistanvii.

III.) RABIES VECTORS
The main vector for rabies in Uzbekistan is the domestic dog. In 2007, according to the last report
Uzbekistan submitted to the OIE World Animal Rabies Information System 891,212 dogs received
routine rabies vaccinations. No data is available to confirmed dog rabies cases, and no cases of
rabies in other domestic animals and wildlife were reported. Nonetheless, rabies is indicated as
occurring amongst cattle and wildlife.viii
According to recent media reports, there was a rabies outbreak in March 2014, in two districts, with
rabid dogs attacking humans, and cases in sheep and cattleix.

IV.) RABIES BIOLOGICS AVAILABILITY
There is no information on rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) and other rabies biologics
availability.
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